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matter through whole right hemisphere, yet no breaking down. Cavities 
confined to individual convolutions and not connected or noticeable exter¬ 
nally except by slight depression. No other marked changes. The exam¬ 
ination after staining showed a diffuse fibroid thickening and degeneration 
of the walls of the blood vessels in both hemispheres, but most marked in 
the right, the lumen being occasionally occluded. The vessels here showed 
a decided infiltration of round cells. The vessels on the right fuller than 
on the left. But few of the large pyramidal cells left and these shrunken 
and degenerated. A general increase of the neuroglia elements throughout 
the tissue. On the left side there is a slight degeneration of the tangential 
fibers in the cortex with projection fibers preserved; on the right tangential 
fibers absent at the top of the convolutions, yet seen at the sides. Degener¬ 
ation of both motor and sensory tracts in the medulla and cord, most 
marked in those from the right hemisphere. These conditions in the cord 
explain the exaggerated reflexes, ataxia, spastic rigidity and gradual prog¬ 
ress of the paralysis. The increased atmospheric pressure on the brain 
had diminished the capacity of the lymph canals and blood vessels, thus 
inducing the general atrophy from lack of nutrition, and this being progres¬ 
sive explains the character of the paralysis. The paper is accompanied by 
several photographs of the patient and the brain sections. 

9. Therapeutic Notes. — Cascara. —Dr. Dewey extols the preparation 
known as “Kasagra,” it being palatable and efficient. He advises that it 
be given in a dram before breakfast followed by a glass of hot water, and 
one or two drams followed by water at bedtime. It has proven effectual in 
the great majority of cases, even in those where constipation is a habit. Ser¬ 
um treatment of morphine intoxication. The researches of L. Hirschlaff 
are reported, who prepared a serum from rabbits by giving them morphine 
m increasing doses, which he found efficacious in opium poisoning and mor¬ 
phine addiction. Use of iron of animal origin. Hemoglobin may be given 
successfully in anemia and chlorosis. Mental disturbances due to hypnot¬ 
ism. Prof. Mendel’s report is: “Careful distinction must be made between 
the cure of an affection and the alleviation of its symptoms by hypnotism. 
No physician claims that it is possible to cure with it an organic affection 
susceptible of demonstration with our modern diagnostic measures. But 
hypnotic or waking suggestion is undoubtedly capable of banishing, usually 
temporarily, but sometimes permanently, the most widely diverse symptoms 
of the affection, but without curing it. Success is dependent in this case, 
as in all cases of suggestion, o nthe greater or less skill of the suggestor, his 
personality, on external circumstances and on the degree of receptivity of 
suggestion by the patient. A number of cases are known, in which mental 
disturbances developed in predisposed individuals under hypnotization. 
Some of these cases occurred with charlatans, but in others the hypnosis 
had been conducted by physicians.” Arteriosclerosis. The causes are cited 
and the treatment outlined, of which intestinal antisepsis is an important 
factor. The diet advisable is given in detail. 

W. A. McCorn (Patterson). 

MISCELLANY 

Two Cases of Sarcoma of the Spinal Cord. Senator (Prakt. Watch., No. 

24, 1903). 

Tumors of the cord, until recently varieties inaccessible to treat¬ 
ment, have of late excited considerable interest. The author presents 
two highly instructive cases. In one case, that of a woman, sixty-nine years 
of age, there was a history of ten months’ duration, that began with a sen¬ 
sation of formication in the toes and pains in the feet; to this was later 
added inability to flex the knees, burning and pains in the soles, which 
spread upward to the hip joint. During the last six months patient lost all 
power of locomotion, suffered from convulsive twitchings in the lower ex- 



732 


PERISCOPE. 


tremity, at times so pronounced and painful that the knees were forcibly 
flexed over the chest. There was also retention of urine. Patient lies re¬ 
cumbent on the back and is unable to move the lower extremities. Passive 
movements also hardly possible.' Knee reflexes very much exaggerated. 
Babinski’s sign present. Percussion of the muscles calls out painful twitch- 
ings. Stroking of the soles or legs is attended with clonic contractions of 
the lower extremities and of the abdominal muscles. Abdominal reflexes 
absent. Sensation lowered in the lower extremities. This condition grew 
gradually worse until the sensation of pain and temperature entirely disap¬ 
peared, while that of touch disappeared over a still greater area, extending 
upward. Late in the disease there occurred curvature of the spine at the 
third lumbar vertebra. In the course of the disease the body of the patient 
grew, as it were, shorter, the chest approached the pelvis. The abdominal 
muscles were almost in a continual state of contraction. Dyspnea and at¬ 
tacks of tightness in the chest, Cheyne-Stoke’s respiration and marked 
slowness of the breath (eight per minute) supervened. Lumbar puncture 
during the early period of the disease brought forth to to 12 cc. of a 
limpid liquid, with but little albumin. After the second puncture 5 cc. of 
one-half per cent solution of socaine was introduced into the subdural space 
with remarkable improvement to the contractures and pains, which lasted 
for three hours. Of the drugs employed, scopolamine (hyoscyamine) seems 
to have given the best results. The autopsy revealed a tumor of the dura 
mater, which was microscopically seen to be a sarcoma. The second patient 
was admitted to the hospital with pains in the back, inability to move the 
legs, and complaining of tormenting thirst. The trouble began seven 
months before with pains in the back, between the scapulae, which would 
at times become so severe as to render her unable to work. Some four 
weeks before admission, the soles began to swell; this was followed by 
swelling of the abdomen, while two weeks ago patient became unable to 
move the left leg. There is no retention of either urine or feces. Patient 
recumbent on the back, indifferent, consciousness slightly impaired. Knee 
reflexes exaggerated, Babinski’s sign present, ankle clonus indistinct. It is 
rather difficut to pick up the patient, as the spinal column is quite stiff. 
Patient complains especially of pains in the legs. Autopsy (patient died on 
the third day of admission to the hospital) gave the following: The heart 
slightly hypertrophied, lungs somewhat adherent, the thyroid gland hyper¬ 
trophied, full of cysts; the bladder distended, its mucous membrane covered 
with necrotic spots; ovaries thickened. The vessels of the brain markedly 
calcified; the spinal column much congested; in the region of the third and 
fourth thoracic vertebrae, to the left, there is seen a hard swelling, which is 
microscopically a fibro-sarcoma. The interesting feature of this case is the 
very rapid course of the disease. The first stage, what the author calls the 
stage of neuralgia, was quite short, while the stage of paraplegia, that usu¬ 
ally occupies months and years, was hardly extended over two weeks. 

Rovinsky (New York). 

Case of Tumor of the Spinal Cord, with Necropsy. Sinclair Gillis and 

Flashman (Australasian Medical Gazette, Nov. 20, 1902). 

Diagnosis based on history of numbness in left hand (seven months’ 
duration), followed by weakness in left hand and arm, and later by weak¬ 
ness in the right arm and in legs. Marked analgesia, anesthesia slight, 
except in left hand; anesthetic and analgesic areas being dissociated, thus, 
apparently indicating lesion of central gray matter in upper cervical region 
of cord. The existence of neuralgia, to a certain extent, in the left occipital 
region, tactile sense but slightly involved, indicated, possibly, syringomyelia. 
Subsequently there was great spread of analgesia (slight involvement of 
tactile sense), wasting of muscles of right palm, rigidity and weakness of 



